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In the Claims : 

amend the current Claim got so -that it conforms to the following : 
1. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a peraeid 



formula R* [C (O) OC (O) OR 2 ] n or [R 3 C (0) OC (O) O] p R 4 is contacted with a 
hydroperoxide of formula R 5 [00H] a in the presence of a base, 
wherein 

R 1 represents a mono-, di-, tri- or tetrasubstituted C1-C19 



atoms , 
n is 1-4, 

R 2 represents a Ci-C 2 o hydrocarbon group, optionally containing 
one or more hetero atoms r 

R 3 represents a Ci~C 19 hydrocarbon group , optionally containing 
one or more hetero atoms , 

R 4 represents a di-, tri- or tetrasubstituted Ci-C 20 hydrocarbon 
group, optionally containing one or more hetero atoms, 
p is 2-4, 

R 5 represents hydrogen or a mono- or disubstituted Gv-G n tertiary 
alkyl or C 2 -C 2 o aoyl group, in which the tertiary alliyl or acyl 
group AAy optionally contain one or more hetero atoms, 

mis 1 or 2 , and 

if R B represents hydrogen, m is It 
provided that if tho hydroperoxid e is an a,a< - 
dihydropoMQiiypor o xidQ, tho roaction is not carried out in an 
in e rt two - phaoo solvent oyotore compulsing a polar solv e nt and an 
apolo - r solvent . 




, characterised in that a mixed anhydride of 



hydrocarbon group, optionally containing one or more hetero 



3 
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2. (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that n is 1 or 2 . 

3- (Original) A process according to claim 1, characterized 
in that R 1 and R 3 independently represents a linear or branched 
C 4 -C ia alkyl or C*-Ci 2 aryl group, said alkyl and aryl groups 
optionally being substituted with a hydroxy group, a linear or 
branched Ci-C 4 alkyl group or a halogen atom, 

4. (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that R 2 represents a Cs-Cs alkyl group or a C € -Ci 2 
aryl group. 

5* (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that a mixed anhydride of formula 
R 1 [C(0)OC(0)OR 2 ] ft is used. 

6. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that R 5 represents hydrogen or a monovalent Cg - 
G±*- tortiary alkyl group . 

7. (Original) A process according to claim 1, characterized 
in that the base is an alkali metal hydroxide . 

8. (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the reaction is carried out at a pH of * 4 
or higher. 

4 
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9. (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the reaction is carried cut in the absence 
of an organic solvent. 

10. (Original) A process according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the mixed anhydride is prepared by 
contacting a carboxylic acid of formula R 1 [C(0)0B] n with a 
halogen formate of formula XC(O)0R 2 or [XC(0)0]pR 4 in the presence 
of a base in an aqueous medium, wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 4 , n, and p have 
the same meaning as defined in claim 1 and X is a halogen atom. 

11. (Original) A process according to claim 10, 
characterized in that a quaternary ammonium phase transfer or 
tertiary amine catalyst is present. 

12 . (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A hydroxyperacid obtainable by the 
process according to claim £4 1 wherein R 1 or R 3 represents a C±- 
Ci9 hydrocarbon group, optionally containing one or more hetero 
atoms, substituted with a hydroxy group, n, R z , R 4 , and p have 
the meaning defined above , R 5 represents hydrogen, and m is 1. 
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16. (Currently Amended) tfeo of a hydroxyporonid e 
ao ae ediiig to Claim 13 in bloaohinq Bleaching . oxidation, 
epoxidation, chain transfer, radical (co) polymerisation, or 
(co) polymer modification reactions that uog t he hvdr OXVD ^raaid a * 
claim 15. 



e 



PAGE 6/7 ' RCVD AT 7/14/2004 12:29:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/4 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:914 693 4236 ' DURATION (mm-ss):01 -26 



